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Graeme Campbell Challenge Cup 

This cup is for winning Diver of the year and is awarded to the person who does most for diving in the year by way of personal achievement and/or contribution to club activities.
There were 4 nominations for Diver of the Year this year. 
In applying the award criteria though it’s easy to see why the winner deservedly won. 

The award is presented to somebody who has done the most for diving in the year by way of personal achievement and / or contribution to club activities, again though, both those apply and in abundance.
I normally try and disguise the winner for a paragraph or two, but having done so much this year it’s going to be hard too. 

The club has ran 39 trips or days out this year. This diver has been on 20 of them and had a very good year of doing 57 dives which included doing their 300th dive. 
Of those 39 trips, 15 have been training dives and this diver has been on 14 of those and organised 11 of them. 

His contribution to organising other activities for the club this year includes organising and running various Skill Development Courses, organising lectures and making sure they are covered, and is very keen to make best use of the club boats, an interest that this year has led him to qualify as a Diver Cox’n assessor. 
Both boats had a run out in Loch Fyne at the start of May, a trip I was on and was very impressed by the organisation, location and diving organised by tonight’s winner, on a trip that was tinged with some personal sadness for them as well given the recent loss of a good friend of many and ex club member. 

There is plenty of work that goes on behind the scenes at home when planning trips, or courses, or training and most of it doesn’t get seen or recognised. The sign of well organised activities to most of us is that they just seem to happen. The Training role cannot be underestimated as it develops the future and thus the longevity of the club.
Add to this the desire to progress personally, including doing further work to revise for a diving exam whilst away on a dive trip he himself had organised to the Red Sea, which resulted in him passing the grade for Advanced Diver, and it’s easy to see why this year’s award has been presented to Steve Bettison. 
